
 

 

 

What is an Environmental Book Club? 

The Orleans County Environmental Book Club meets the first Tuesday of each month to 
discuss an environmentally themed book title. A different book will be chosen each 
month, with conversation focusing not just on the featured book, but also on how the 
knowledge gained can help us positively impact Orleans County.  

If you are enthusiastic about protecting natural spaces, interested in learning about 
global and local environmental issues, or just want to meet like-minded people in our 
community, please join us each month at Albion Hoag Library through 2017.

Orleans County SWCD 585-589-5959

JOIN THE ORLEANS COUNTY

ENVIRONMENTAL
BOOK CLUB Sponsored by Orleans 

County Soil and Water 
Conservation District

February 7th, Albion Hoag Library, The Loft, 7pm 
The Worst Hard Time by Timothy Egan

The dust storms that terrorized America's High Plains in the 
darkest years of the Depression were like nothing ever seen 
before or since, and the stories of the people that held on have 
never been fully told. Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times 
journalist and author Timothy Egan follows a half-dozen 
families and their communities through the rise and fall of the 
region, going from sod homes to new framed houses to 
huddling in basements with the windows sealed by damp sheets 
in a futile effort to keep the dust out. He follows their desperate 
attempts to carry on through blinding black blizzards, crop 
failure, and the deaths of loved ones. Drawing on the voices of 
those who stayed and survived—those who, now in their 
eighties and nineties, will soon carry their memories to the 
grave—Egan tells a story of endurance and heroism against  
the backdrop of the Great Depression. 


